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The Center for Buildings, Infrastructure and Public Space held its first Advisory Board Meeting on October 
4, 2018, at Columbia’s Faculty House.  Board Members, Alumni, and Fellows heard from Fu Foundation 
School of Engineering and Applied Science Dean Mary Cunningham Boyce, Department Chair George 
Deodatis, and CBIPS Executive Director Feniosky Peña-Mora about the goals, aspirations and purpose of 
the CBIPS. The heart of the half-day meeting touched on the key issues and challenges facing engineers 
and other design and construction industry professionals today in New York City and around the world. 
Among the topics discussed: 
TRADE POLICY: recognizing that a trade war with China will disrupt material supply and project pricing  
PROJECT DELIVERY: thinking of alternative methods such as Design-Build and Public-Private Partnerships 
RESILIENCE AND PREPAREDNESS: addressing multi-hazard mitigation, not single challenges one at a time 
CONSTRUCTION MARKET: noting that tax cuts could have significant impact on the residential market 

 
 
 
 

OTHER KEY ISSUES 

• Act on work-life balance for two-income families and the retention of women in their 30’s. 

• Address interdisciplinary projects concurrently at three scales: building, neighborhood, city. 

• Get beyond the narrow focus and specialization and look for solutions that are less bounded. 

• Balance current needs with those of the future; we have to be forward-thinking.  

• Consider regulatory reform and the impact of government, its regulations and its procedures.  

 
 
 

 

 Dean Mary Cunningham Boyce giving introductory remarks                 Advisory Board ponder “What If” scenarios for the future  

   Tom Scarangello, Thornton Tomasetti, leading the response           CBIPS Fellows and Alumni participating in the discussion              

 


